INTERESTS AND OCCUPATIONS
stitions, less picturesque, but just as deep-seated.
They will, in time, be derided with contempt by
posterity, till posterity, in its turn, is subjected to
the same treatment from a still more remote gener-
ation.
In turning to Evelyn's interests and occupations
other than gardening and writing, consideration
must first be given to his equipment, namely his
books. His writings are profusely peppered over with
references and quotations showing that he had
consulted a number of learned authorities whose
works he possessed. He began collecting books on
his early travels abroad, and his "little cell53 at
Sayes Court and his library at Wotton gradually
became stacked with them. Dr. William Rand, a
doctor of physic, published in 1657 The Mirrour of
True Mobility and Gentility) being Pierre Gassendi's
Life of Claude Fabri de Peiresc. The original book of
which this was a translation was published in Paris in
1641. Peiresc, who was a Senator of the Parliament
of Aix, was a rare French gentleman "whose sprightly
curiosity left nothing unsearcht into, in the vast and
all comprehending Dominions of Nature and Art.5'
Dr. Rand very appropriately dedicated his volume to
Evelyn considering that he possessed the "Peireskian
virtues." Peiresc was a great bibliophil, and when
Evelyn says, "I ever look upon a library with the
reverence of a temple/3 and also when he translates
Gabriel Naude's Instructions for the erecting of a
Library, he shows that the enrichment of his collection
of books by rare editions, curious volumes, pre~
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